JULIAN OPIE

Julian Opie was born in 1958 in London and graduated in 1983 from Goldsmiths School of Art, where
he was taught by conceptual artist and painter Michael Craig-Martin.

Julian Opie is one of the UK’s best known contemporary artist and the leading figures in computerised
art.

His highly stylised work, involves the reduction of photographs or short films into figurative
reproductions created using computer software. Initially taking photographs of his subject matter, be it
people, landscapes or still lives, he then digitally manipulates the photographs and contructs his
images by a process of elimination and distillation.

In his portraiture, the human face is characterised by black outlines with flat areas of colours and a
minimum of details. An eye can become just the black circle of the pupil and sometimes a head is
represented by a circle with a space where the neck would be.

Julian Opie tries to present the complexities of the human form by reducing it to its mere basics and
through this practice has developed a concise and reductive formal language.

Drawing from influences as diverse as billboard signs, 18th Century portraiture, popular comics or

Japanese woodblock prints, Opie « paints » using a vast array of media and technologies. His work

have been realised in silkscreen, vinyl, LCD, LED, lenticular and flocking and he continues to push
the boundaries of tradictional artistic practice.

In addition, Opie uses spectacular sculptures and installations to present items of everyday life on the
walls of buldings and Museums of the biggest cities of the world.

In 2001 Opie was awarded Music Week CADS, Best Illustration award for his album cover design for
Best of Blur. In 2006, he created an LED projection for U2's Vertigo world tour.

His work can be found in many public collections worldwide including The Tate Gallery, London,
The Arts Council of Great Britain, The National Museum of Art, Osaka, and The Museum of Modern
Art, New York.

Opie lives and works in London, he is a trustee of the Tate Gallery and is widely exhibited both
nationaly and internationaly.
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Lenbachhaus Stadtische Galerie, Munich, Germany
Maison Europeene de la photographie, Paris, France
MUSAC, Leon, Spain

Museet for Samtidskunst, Oslo, Norway
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Queensland Art Gallery, Australia

Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam, Netherlands

The British Council, UK

The British Museum, London, UK
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